The wards open out on to a pleasant balcony overlooking the hospital garden, so that they are extremely quiet. There is a labour-room, 20 feet square, with a large bath-room adjoining. A scullery, sink-rooms, testing lobby, linen-room, and a sitting-room for the sister-in-charge complete the suite. The whole department is lined with opalite of a delicate green colour, the gift of Mr. Hora, and the labour-room, bath-room, and sanitary annexe have mosaic floors. The doors are of " hospital" type, in teak, being plain slabs without panels. The labour-room has a large bay-window facing north and is specially ventilated, the air being drawn into the room by means of a fan through a gauze screen, and warmed by passing through a copper swing steam coil. The vitiated air is expelled by means of a fan on the opposite side of the room. The whole of the fittings to the sinks, etc., in this room are nickel-plated, to save the labour of cleaning.
The nurses' rooms are on the floor immediately above the wards. A large part of the maternity work will be done in the women's own homes, under the superintendence of two sisters. 'Provision is made for the training of 12jnidwives. The midwives will spend one month in the wards and two in the district. All the worst cases will be sent to the wards. A special feature is that only nurses who have been fully trained for four years at the London Hospital are allowed to qualify here as midwives. 3nfirmar? IRurses' iRations.
That endlessly-vexed question, the food of the nurses, has come up again, this time in connection with the Poor-law Hospital at Halifax. A new scale of diet was brought forward and adopted, though not without some discussion.
In this the allowance of meat for all officers is reduced: that for the medical officer and matron from 7 lb. to 6 lb. a week, and for nurses from 5| lb. to 5 lb., while, when poultry is served, a chicken is to suffice for four people instead of three? a change which will at least render the carver's task easier The number of eggs is reduced from seven to five per head a week.
These economies can be effected without diminishing in the least the comfort of the officers, and will lessen waste and diminish opportunities for theft. Keble.
